Introduction
Proteoglycans are major components of the extracellular matrix and are produced by most, if not all, eukaryotic cells. They participate in maintenance of the structural integrity of tissues by spacefilling functions and specific interactions (16, 27) and contribute to the function of specialized matrices such as basement membranes (22) . Cell surface-associated proteoglycans may also influence cell adhesion and growth control (5, 20, 25) .
A possibly ubiquitous family of small proteoglycans is charactenized by the linkage of only a few galactosaminoglycan chains to a core protein with an Mr of approximately 40,000-50,000. Such proteoglycans have been isolated from skin (8) chem Soc Trans 11:613, 1983 28. Parthasarathy N, Spiro RG: Isolation and characterization of the hepa-
